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Spray paint on a US Postal SEMI S U E t  T
Mailbox inspired this issue. ièiloo^ ï)oh~  ̂ G*_ppic,L
T h is  summer Fuller student, Andrew 
Wheeler, emerged from a Somali 
neighborhood in Minneapolis, Minnesota 
toting a photo of a provocative protest 
from within the community. I think it 
deserves voice: "We are all terrorists," 
the mailbox said.
Last year, one of my professors threw 
this somewhat startling idea into class 
discussion: Saul, who later became the 
apostle Paul, was the first terrorist. I'd
never thought of Saul in that way, but 
I suppose he had the qualifications: he 
used violence and threats to intimidate 
and coerce, especially for political 
purposes. He was a member of a group 
that advocated terrorism. Look who Saul 
later became in God's redemptive hands.
I will admit that for an SIS student I 
have been relatively uninvolved and 
disinterested in the dialogue surrounding 
Muslim-Christian interactions. I am sorry
for this. I want to come up to speed. I 
want to listen to those who are asking 
-  how do we, as seminary students and 
ministers of the Gospel, counter the 
current rhetoric lambasting Muslims 
across our "land of the free and home 
of the brave"? Perhaps it's as simple as 
identifying with Muslims and recognizing 
that we too, as a faith community, have 
our own identity issues, misperceptions, 




The SEMI is published 
weekly as a service to the 
Fuller community by the 
Office of Student Affairs 
at FullerTheoiogical 
Seminary. Articles and 
commentaries do not 
necessarily reflect the views 
of the Fuller administration 
or the SEMI.
Letters to the Editor:
The SEMI welcomes brief 
responses to articles and 
commentaries on issues 
relevant to the Fuller 
community. All submissions 
must include the author's 
name and contact 
information and are subject 
to editing.
Free Fuller Announcements:
Submitted to semi@fuller. 
edu or dropped off at the 
SEMI Office on the 3nd floor 
of Kreyssler Hall above the 
Catalyst. 35 words or less.
Advertisements:
Notices for events not 
directly sponsored by a 
Fuller department, office, 
or organization can be 
submitted to semi@fuller. 
edu. Email us to receive 
Fall 2010 availability, 
pricing, and deadlines.
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P O S S IB LE  U PCO M IN G  
S E M I TO PICS
My crush on Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
Theological crushes.
Facebook. Twitter. Relational porn?
"No hands." How do we surrender?
The nations. A photographic, poetic, & 
lyrical journey.




Elijah Davidson is 3rd yearMAICS, Theology 
and Arts student. He co-directs Reel 
Spirituality. He frequents the sanctuary of 
the cineplex more than any other sanctuary.
elijah. davidson@gmail. com
Andrew Wheeler has very happily just 
finished his MA in Cross Cultural Studies and 
hopes to never be in an academic setting 
again. "God has called me to be poor and to 
work among the poor. I hope to live and work 
among Muslims in an international context."
www. andy-wheeler. blogspot. com
Jake Diliberto graduated from Fuller with 
an MA in Theology and Ethics. He is the 
co-founder of Veterans for Rethinking 
Afghanistan. He is a frequent contributor 
on Aljazeera and CNN. He publishes on 
Huffington post in a weekly column.
Nicole Higgins is a 3rd year SIS student, with 
an International Development and Urban 
Studies concentration. She loves crocheting 
scarves, baking pies, and the occasional act 
of civil disobedience. 
rareblackbirds.wordpress. com
William Dyrness is professor of theology 
and culture, dean emeritus, and founding 
member of the Brehm Center for Worship, 
Theology and the Arts at Fuller. He's currently 
completing research on interfaith aesthetics 
in Christian, Jewish, Buddhist, and Muslim 
communities.
Cover artw ork by London painter Larry Poulton.
PEACE AND JUSTICE  
ADVOCATES
"Creative Peacemaking in Response 
to Current Events: The Park 51 
Islamic Center and the Qur'an- 
Burning Stunt"
Mon, Nov 8, lo -iia m . Garth 
Speaker: Dr. Martin Accad
Dr. Martin Accad is a professor of 
Islamic Studies at Fuller Seminary's 
School of Intercultural Studies, as 
well as the director of the Institute 
for Middle East Studies at the Arab 
Baptist Theological Seminary hrBeirut, 
Lebanon. He teaches in Pasadena 
during the fall terms, and spends the 
rest of his year teaching in Beirut.
Dr. Accad will reflect on the Park 51 
Islamic Center in NewYork and the 
recent threat of Qur'an-burning, 
responding to those situations utilizing 
Just Peacemaking principles. Join us.
"Authentic Sexuality"
Monday Oct 25,10-uam , the Garth 
Speakers: Jack and Judy Balswick
"The Role of Art and Aesthetics in 
Peacemaking"
Monday Nov 15 ,10am, Payton 100 
Speaker: Catherine Barsotti
Catherine Barsotti, an SIS doctoral 
candidate, serves as Director of 
Development for Centro Hispano 
de EstudiosTeologicos(CHET). She 
teaches courses at in theology, ethics 
and spirituality. She and her husband 
Rob Johnston co-authored the book, 
Finding God in the Movies. Catherine 
will speak on the ever-emerging 
field of aesthetic theology, its role in 
social action, its use by marginalized 
communities in their daily fight for 
resistance, agency and justice, and 




If you have never written a theological 
research paper, this workshop is for 
you. It will help you clarify key research 
terms, find direction for a research
paper, gather sources, understand 
the issues, enter the discussion, and 
establish a position.
Friday, Nov 5, i-3pm  in Payton 102
Grammar 81 Self Editing 
You will learn to avoid repetition and 
wordiness, stay on topic, distinguish 
formal vs. informal language, use 
quotations appropriately, and 
identify grammar, capitalization, and 
punctuation pitfalls.
Friday, November 12, i-3pm  in Payton 
102
Come to any or all workshops. 




Interested in the new Just 
Sustainability student group? Contact 
David Wylie davidwylie@fuller.edu
Field Education Hospital, Hospice, and 
Correctional Institution Internships for 
Winter 2011
Two-unit Hospital Chaplaincy,
Hospice Chaplaincy, Correctional 
institution Chaplaincy, and Senior Care 
internships are being offered at various 
local organizations during the Winter 
2011 quarter. These courses emphasize 
spiritual care training in a hospital, 
hospice, correctional institution, or 
senior care organization. Students will 
learn howto be present to patients 
and/or their families during a crisis, 
as well as the preliminary steps in 
performing a spiritual care assessment. 
Before registering for either course, 
interns must be interviewed and 
accepted by the prospective hospital 
or hospice chaplain. Start the 
process early! Contact the Office of 
Field Education at 626-584-5387 for 
hospital application forms and contact 
information. Applications for Winter 
2011 are due November 19, 2010.
Alumni Council Conference - A special 
invitation to SOP students!
School of Psychology continuing 
education seminar
Oct. 30,11:30 am -12:45 pm in Payton 
101.
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Come have lunch and conversation 
with SOP alumni and take opportunity 
to ask alums what life is really like post 
graduation! Following lunch, there is 
a continuing education seminar for 
alumni to which SOP students are also 
invited. The workshop will be led by 
Dr. Gerald Corey who will be speaking 
on "Challenges Facing Group Therapy 
Leaders: Understanding and Working 
with Difficult Group Behaviors." This 
takes place from 1:00 - 5:30PM in 
Travis Auditorium. There is no cost 
for students, but reservations must be 
made ahead of time. Limited spaces 
available.
$10.00 per person. RSVPto6erf@  
fuller.edu  or call 626.584.54g8
ADVERTS
Employment Opportunity: Personal 
Care Attendant - Assist Active Disabled 
Woman living in Monterey Hills/ 
Highland Park area to get to bed at 
night. 11p.m . weeknights/11:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Possible day job 
opening next month. Will train, must 




Art by Aaron Moore.
b .between the Crusades, the 
Great Schism, the Thirty Years' 
War, the Spanish Inquisition, 
the Salem Witch Trials, and 
the Christian genocide of 
Native Americans, Christianity 
has plenty of black eyes to go 
around. Yet no major event 
of the past overshadows the 
rag-tag heresies of ourtime. 
Even as America has the 
"separation of Church and 
State," it has a problem.
Rev. Terry Jones has quickly 
become America's most 
infamous religious fool. In 
all his profound wisdom,
Jones claims that "burning a 
Koran is a biblical exercise," 
and he vowed to do it to 
commemorate 9/11. His 
website says, "Like the 
Christians in Acts 19, we are 
publicly burning a book that 
is demonic. We are not, like 
the Nazis, stealing books,
destroying properties or 
harming any people."
His argument deserves a 
careful look, yet I think it is 
a classic demonstration of 
illiteracy, racism, Christian 
Fascism, and unbelievable 
ignorance. Anyone with a 
quick look at Acts 19 knows 
Jones is either off his rocker 
or the Florida saltwater ate 
his brain. In Acts 19, people 
brought their own divine texts 
to burn after they converted 
to the early Jesus movement. 
Christians did not burn other 
people's books in Acts 19.
And in any case, they burned 
sorcery scrolls, not a sacred 
text of a global religion! 
Moreover, burning the scrolls 
signified repentance, not 
judgment, and it was a sign 
of humility. Acts 19 provides 
a breathtaking story of love, 
forgiveness, and repentance.
Apparently, Jones missed 
Bible class the day Acts 19 was 
discussed.
As for their argument that 
this event does not "harm 
anyone," there is far worse 
harm they can do. Desecrating 
their holy book while 
communicating to Muslims 
that American Christians think 
their religion is demonic is at 
the top.
Offices of global power, 
including President Obama, 
President Zardari, Hillary 
Clinton, and most of the 
European powers, have 
condemned Jones' plans. Riots 
have occurred over the several 
places in the world. General 
David Petraeus said, "It is 
precisely the kind of action 
the Taliban uses and could 
cause significant problems. 
Not just here, but everywhere
in the world we are engaged 
with the Islamic community." 
Even though the event was 
canceled, Christendom needs 
a major wake-up call.
Jones is more interested in 
creating a world of religious 
tensions than providing 
health and reconciliation. 
Instead of following his Bible, 
Jones has done the exact 
opposite of Jesus' teachings, 
both inciting new levels of 
religious hysteria. Jones might 
do Christendom a favor and 
recite Romans 14: "Without 
passing judgment accept 
those without the same level 
of faith."
Obviously, there is no perfect 
world, and there will always 
be problems the world will 
have to confront. No doubt, 
Jesus would find the world 
problematic. However, maybe
004
Jesus' words hold a prophetic 
ring for this generation.
The world is at open-ended 
war, and religious tensions 
are on the rise. Instead of 
burning Qurans, picketing
churches, and screaming 
about mosques, maybe 
Americans should knock on 
our neighbor's door, drop off 
a basket of fruit, and begin 
doing unto others as we would 
have done unto us.
Likewise, Terry Jones is better 
off burning a few calories, 
cutting the mustache, or 
reading his Bible than burning 
the Quran. Christian leaders 
should take this real-life 
cartoon character as a wake- 
up call. No one will dislike the
church who feeds the poor 
and provides health care for 
others (except, of course, 
Glenn Beck). ■
Originally featured on The 
Huffinton Post Sept 1 o, 2010
CORNER By NICOLE HIGGINS
iversity, sexual harassment on 
campus, and dance parties in the 
Catalyst? Ok, I made up the last one, 
but every other Friday, the student 
government meets and discusses these 
and other items during the General 
Council meeting. We invite advisors, 
board of trustee members and Fuller 
Administration, to speak on areas 
including regional campuses, integration 
and leadership changes. Thus far we have 
had the privilege of hearing from SIS 
Dean and Provost Elect Doug McConnell, 
SOP Dean Winston Gooden, Board of 
Trustee member Anne Huffman and 
Fuller President Richard Mouw. Our 
bi-weekly meetings are open, and we 
welcome your presence! We meet again 
Friday, October 29, at 1pm in the 490 
Walnut Conference Room (2nd Floor).
If you have any questions regarding our 
previous two meetings, or would like 
a copy of the agenda notes, email the 
Administrator, Nicole Higgins, at asc- 
admin@fuller.edu.
Below is our vision statement for the 
year, as well as a few calendar dates to 
keep in mind. Who knows, that dance 
party may make the agenda soon.
The All-Seminary Council is Fuller's 
student government of elected 
representatives who collaborate with 
students to advocate for campus needs, 
and to plan initiatives and events that will 
promote various realms of student life.
The primary vision of the 2010-2011 
All-Seminary Council is to streamline 
communication, horizontally among 
students across the three schools, and 
vertically with alumni, staff, faculty, 
administration, and the Board of 
Trustees. Specifically, we will also be 
working towards the development of 
technological aids to centralize campus 
communication.
As a result of improved communication, 
we hope to foster a more cohesive
community that gives voice to diverse 
perspectives and promote student 
development alongside theological 
education. Thus, other continuing 
priorities of ASC will include community 
building, appreciation and cultivation of 
diversity, nurturing spiritual formation, 
and maximizing student resources.
Upcoming:
Every Thursday night, TV 
Thursdays in the Catalyst, hosted 
by Theology Graduate Union 
(8pm, Catalyst)
November 8, Empowering the 
Impoverished, hosted by VP for 
Women and Gender 
November 19, Fair Trade Market 
and Christmas Party, hosted 
by SIS and Theology Graduate 
Unions (6pm, Catalyst and 
Barker Commons)
December /  Cram Jam, hosted 
by Campus Life
BU ANDREW WHEELER
F,or many of us, how we are perceived by 
others is very important. For some of us, 
it might be of extreme importance. We 
work hard to present to the world what 
we want others to see. Unfortunately for 
some people, no matter what they do, 
perceptions will be formed about them 
based on factors other than reality. Often
these perceptions are quite negative and 
drastically change how they are treated.
This summer I served in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota for six weeks finishing up 
my practicum for my MACCS. I worked 
with the InnerCHANGE, an organization 
working with the urban poor through
Per-cep-tion: "The process by 
which an organism detects and 
interprets information from the 
external world by means of the 
sensory receptors. "
incarnational ministry who strive to 
follow the passage of Micah 6:8: to do 
justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 
our Lord. InnerCHANGE has a number of 
people working with Somali immigrants 
living in Minneapolis.
There has been a lot in the news lately 
about Somali immigrants in Minneapolis. 
There have been federal investigations 
into the relationships between certain 
Somali mosques in Minneapolis and 
terrorist organizations in Somalia. These 
investigations have stated that some 
young men have left Minneapolis and 
joined in the fight with these terrorist 
organizations in Somalia. Regardless of 
whether there is any truth to any of it, the 
perception of Muslims living in the United 
States and much of Western Europe is 
described in the following picture.
I saw this mailbox my first night in my 
new neighborhood. The neighborhood 
is comprised mostly by Somalis, but 
also includes African Americans, Native 
Americans, Latinos and Caucasians.
The mailbox was on the corner of one 
street with a Lutheran church across the 
street. I imagine that this was written 
by someone with a perception that 
all Muslims are terrorists. I think this 
sentiment is rather strong in the United 
States. I have been following the news 
regarding the proposed building of the
Islamic cultural center two blocks from 
where the World Trade Center stood 
in New York. I have had a number of 
conversations with people regarding this 
and often the reaction is strongly against 
the Islamic center. I am not surprised, 
though. As much as we, as Americans, 
love to pride ourselves on freedom and 
openness to other people, truly, are we 
that open to Muslims? Do we allow them 
the freedom to practice their religion?
It seems to me that freedom of religion 
and freedom of cultural expression are 
only allowed when it is something that 
Americans agree with and it doesn't 
infringe upon us. Let me deliver a 
big shocker here: Not all Muslims are 
terrorists. Most are very loving and caring 
people who don't hate and judge nearly 
as much as we do.
We must learn how to see these men and 
women for who they are -  people just like 
us.
How would you like to have no control 
over how you are perceived? Where 
everything good that you do does 
nothing to improve other's perceptions of 
you? How would you like to be called a :
terrorist?
1TheSpiritofthe 
Lord is upon me, 
because he has 
anointed me 
to bring good news 
to the poor.
He has sent me to 
proclaim release to 
the captives 
and recovery of 
sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed 
gofree,
to proclaim the year 






A selection of John 
August Swanson's 
work is on view 
in the library 
during the month 
of November. A 
special opening 
reception is 
planned for the 
evening of Nov 3 
at 7 pm.
PAINTER OF LIFE:
JOHN AUGUST SWANSON 
BL) WILLIAM DURNESS
^  rt is my most social act," John 
August Swanson wrote these words 
about his work, capturing nicely his 
storied aesthetic. To spend time with 
Swanson's art is to be plunged into the 
intricate drama and fierce colors of 
human life. The world he imagines teems 
with life and vitality—we are amazed, 
stunned and often overwhelmed by the 
cascade of images. "Art is like the Jewish 
tradition of Midrash," he says, "it keeps 
opening things up again and again and 
again...Art carries our stories, our history, 
and moves us into the future." Swanson 
likes people to enjoy his work, as any 
artist would, but what especially moves 
him is when it connects with the struggles 
of their own lives.
Swanson knows well the struggles of 
life. The son of a Swedish father and
a Catholic Mexican mother he did not 
set out to make art until he was thirty.
He confesses that at that age he had 
difficulty making decisions and actually 
feared he might end up on the streets. 
During this time Sister Mary Corita 
offered to let him attend her art classes, 
and this gave him confidence to continue. 
He often tells this story, he says, so that 
others may be inspired to overcome their 
own self-doubts.
The work shown in this exhibit are all 
serigraphs, prints made with a screen 
of fabric stretched on a frame. Designs 
are stenciled on the screen allowing ink 
to go through onto the paper below. A 
separate screen is used for each color— 
as many as eighty-nine stencils for the 
"Procession," which one can see entering 
the library. This method, which involves
the patient layering of colors, adds depth 
and impact to the pulsating images of 
Swanson's work.
With no formal training as an artist, 
Swanson says: "Art came as a gift to me." 
This modesty and generosity of spirit has 
enabled him to gratefully receive from 
many sources—medieval illumination, 
Catholic iconography, even Persian 
miniatures. These have been woven 
together with the rich heritage of biblical 
narrative to make a body of work that, 
despite its human pathos, is infused with 
hope. Swanson's art surely accomplishes 
the goal, as he puts It, of helping viewers 
"become more compassionate, care 
about others and be involved in the 
world." *
THE BREHM LECTURES2010:
The Narrative of Life: 
Faith and Visual Art
Lectures by Dr. Robin Jensen, Vanderbilt 
University and John August Swanson, 
painter, printmaker.
Wednesday, November 3, 2010
10:00-ll:00am All-Seminary Chapel 
(Travis)
7:00-8:00pm Opening Reception of John 
August Swanson Gallery 
(Hubbard Library)
8:00-9:00pm Conversation with artist 
John August Swanson 
(Payton 101)
Thursday., November 4 ,2010
10:00am-noon Brehm Lectures (Payton 
101)
Lecture 1 Visual Art and the Two
Reformations: Can We Find 
A Middle Way?
Lecture 2 Visual Art as Doxology: Art's
Place in the Church Today
O
F U L L E R
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
For more info: www.brehmcenter.com 
(keywords: brehm lectures 2010)
BREHM
CENTER
RE EL SR I R I T U A L I T y
GR IL  L E D C H E E S U S
B y E L I J A H D A U I D S O N
L a s t  week, I wrote about the popular 
television show Glee. I wrote that article 
after watching the episode of the show 
centered around the music of pop icon 
Britney Spears and before the next 
episode of the show aired. I stand by 
what I wrote.
The next episode of the show begins 
with one of the main characters making a 
grilled cheese sandwich. As he lifts the lid 
of his grill, he discovers an image of Christ 
toasted into his bread. Throughout the 
episode, he proceeds to pray to what he 
decides to name "grilled cheesus."
Soon after, prompted by "grilled cheesus" 
boy's newfound faith, the glee club 
kids are having a discussion about the 
existence of God. In the m iddled the 
conversation, a young man learns his 
father has had a heart attack and slipped
into a coma. Thus begins one of the most 
straightforward explorations of God and 
faith and spirituality that I have ever seen 
on television.
I encourage you to watch the episode.
It is available on Hulu.com. Also, I'm 
not going to tell you whether or not 
what Glee says about God and faith and 
spirituality is “right" or not, and I have 
two main reasons for refusing to do this.
First, I would be doing a disservice to 
the episode if I reduced it to a single 
didactical statement. The episode is not 
concerned with being right or wrong.
Glee just wants to ask questions. The 
episode is exploring these matters, and 
inviting you to do the same.
Glee is conversational. The show 
succeeds, I think, because it examines the
pressing issues of our day in a humorous, 
pop-song inundated way. Glee, like most 
good art, doesn't dictate, it discusses. 
As Christians especially, we ought to 
jo in this discussion.
Secondly, if I were to judge the 
rightness of this episode, I would be 
doing a disservice to you as well. I 
would be robbing you of the potentially 
transforming work of engaging with this 
television show. Too often, we push off 
our responsibility to practice wisdom 
on our leaders. I will not do that for you. 
The worth of pop-culture artifacts like 
Glee is in the opportunity they present to 
dialogue with the world. Take hold of this 
opportunity.
After all, how often do we get the chance 
to consider issues of faith while singing 
along to the music of Billy Joel? ■
PAPER WRITING DREAD. PART 2! OH. NO! 
By ERICA MONGE
Do you start papers at the last possible 
moment?You are not alone.
Making some quick notes in the margin 
of your syllabus early on in the quarter 
can go a long way in maximizing research 
efforts during the quarter. After the paper 
is written, there are still final steps to take 
before the paper should be considered 
complete and ready to hand in.
At least one week before the final due 
date, it's time to begin the completion 
process. While about fifty percent of 
the time spent writing a paper should 
be dedicated to the planning and 
preparation stages, twenty five percent
should be devoted to writing, and the last 
to completing and submitting your paper.
Here are the final stages of writing a 
successful paper:
1. Rereading your paper aloud, to a 
friend, or even to yourself, can help 
you identify problems in grammar 
and syntax. Often, we are more 
accustomed to hearing
good grammar than reading it.
2. Consider having a colleague (or 
the Writing Center) edit your paper 
and make recommendations for  
improvement.
3. Check your thesis statement. After 
presenting all your research, ask 
yourself if  you managed to remain 
consistent with your thesis and the 
purpose of your paper.
4. Finally, check quotes, summaries 
and citations. Plagiarism (accidental 
or intentional) is a problem and can 
have serious consequences. Be sure to 
reference all information.
Once a paper is handed in, take a break! 
Even if you want to revisit the paper or 
write more on that topic, wait for further 
feedback from your professor. The mind 
can accomplish much while at rest. ■
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- KOREAN BBQ 
ZANKOlS^IICK@J
PRE-SALE
Tickets on sale from Oct. 25 -  28 
Residential Community Office 
250 N. Madison Ave.
Lower le v e  I v y
Harvest 
i Festival
October 29 
L 5.30-8P
ULLER
